Supplemental Educational Services Policy
Louisiana Department of Education letter

December 3, 2004

Mr. Cecil J. Picard
Superintendent
Louisiana Department of Education
Post Office Box 94064
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064

Dear Superintendent Picard:

Thank you for your letter of October 26, 2004 to Secretary Paige requesting his guidance on the administration of the Reading First program and on the supplemental educational services (SES) provisions under Title I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). He has asked us to respond on his behalf.

Your letter raises a number of important issues. First, we would like to commend you and your board for having the insight to align Reading First and SES. We recognize Louisiana's strong efforts on both Reading First and SES. 

Let us respond to your queries in order.

· First, you ask whether Louisiana can require that SES providers hire only "highly qualified" personnel. Federal regulations do not permit you to do so. The Title I Regulations (34 CFR § 200.47(b)(3)) specifically prohibit a State from requiring a provider to hire only staff who meet the "highly qualified teacher" requirements of the ESEA. However, States can use other evidence to determine the quality of SES providers. The law requires that you select only providers that use high-quality research-based methods of instruction. This means the most important consideration for States to make in assessing the educational practices of a potential provider should be whether those practices result in improved academic achievement in reading/language arts and mathematics.

· Second, you ask whether Louisiana can require an SES provider to purchase supplemental materials from the state-approved Reading First list and provide instruction in each of the five components of scientifically-based reading instruction. While you do not have the authority under NCLB to require SES providers to purchase certain curricular materials, you do have the responsibility to approve SES providers that offer instruction and content that are consistent with the instruction provided and content used by local educational agencies and the State, and aligned with State academic standards. Therefore, you may require organizations applying to become SES providers, as a condition of their approval by the State to provide SES in K-3 reading, to demonstrate that their instructional methods and content reflect scientifically-based reading research and are aligned with Louisiana's Reading First program and approved materials, and that they cover all five essential components of scientifically-based reading instruction.

· Third, you ask whether providers that make changes to their instructional program, in order to meet the additional requirements discussed above, have to show evidence of effectiveness in delivering programs with which they do not have prior experience. The answer is no. The statute does not require providers to offer the State evidence of effectiveness with a specific program of instruction, but rather requires that providers, as organizations, demonstrate a record of effectiveness in increasing student achievement. 

We hope you find these answers helpful. Once again, thank you for your leadership on both Reading First and SES, and please let us know if we can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

	Raymond Simon 
Assistant Secretary 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
	Nina Shrokaii Rees
Assistant Deputy Secretary
Innovation and Improvement


