Title I, Part A Monitoring Spreadsheet for FYs 2004 and 2005

This spreadsheet is intended to provide an easy-to-read summary of Title I, Part A reports from 30 state monitoring visits conducted by U.S. Department of Education (ED) staff in FYs 2004 and 2005 (calendar year cycles 2003-04 and 2004-05). The reports themselves are available on this same Web page. 

Thirty days after each visit, ED monitors submitted a report listing: findings (problems requiring prompt correction); recommendations (areas that could be improved); and commendations (exemplary practices). ED monitors categorized their results by “indicator” number. The indicators represent the compliance issues that monitors examined in each state, such as the completeness of parental notification letters or compliance with Title I comparability requirements. 

This spreadsheet summarizes the monitoring results by indicator number and by state, to allow easy comparisons. 

Several cautions are in order. 

• Reorganized Indicators -- Over the course of two years, ED re-numbered its indicators several times and also added and subtracted several. In addition, ED monitors often were inconsistent in where they listed their findings. For example, deficiencies in parental notifications might be listed under any of four different indicators.

For greater consistency and easier comparisons, the spreadsheet groups similar findings under the indicator description where they fit best, regardless of the indicator number under which they first appeared. If a given finding originally appeared in a monitoring report under a different indicator number, we note that fact in the spreadsheet. 

• Totals -- Although we have attempted to total findings by indicator and state, these totals should be used cautiously. ED monitors sometimes broke out findings under a given indicator in great detail; other times, they would lump several related findings into one general finding under the same indicator. Hence, these totals should be used as a rough guide, not a firm count.

• Tougher Monitoring -- Finally, we note that ED monitoring grew much tougher over these two years. Early in the process, a state might draw only 3-4 “findings,” and state mistakes might draw a gentle “recommendation” rather than a more serious “finding.” Later in the process, a similarly-situated state might draw a 20 “findings,” and mistakes were more readily characterized as “findings” than as “recommendations.”

In a similar vein, ED stopped giving out commendations beginning in October 2004.

Hence, state-by-state comparisons can be misleading if the states being compared were reviewed at different times in the cycle.
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